Treatment of locoregional recurrence after intentional curative resection of pancreatic cancer.
In order to analyze the results of treatment of patients with locoregional recurrence after intentional curative resection of pancreatic cancer, a retrospective study was performed. During the period 1978-1988, 108 patients underwent an intentional curative resection fo the pancreas. In 34 patients locoregional recurrence occurred, all within a period of three years (cumulative recurrence rate 56%). Sixty-eight percent of the patients presented with upper abdominal pain, and 62% with weight loss. Survival was significantly better (p = 0.02) in the group of 18 patients without distant metastases (1-year survival 22%) than in the 16 patients with distant metastases (1-year survival 0%). Five patients without proven distant metastases were treated by resection or chemotherapy. The mean survival was 33 months (range 6-74) in the treated group, and 4 months (0.4-7 months) in the untreated group, p = 0.002. In this retrospective study the longest survival was seen after radical resection of locoregional tumor recurrence. We therefore recommend that patients with locoregional recurrence without distant metastases after intentional curative resection of pancreatic cancer be treated.